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come to be in Brazil so many administrators for Europe, such as the
Castilians are, and it will be for Europe that the gold and silver will
be taken from the bowels of the earth." This prophetic voice, fore-
telling so clearly the exploitation of Portugal by England, was that of
Ribeiro de Macedo, who in 1675 wrote his essay On the Introduction
of the Ans^

Much has been made of the oceanic character of the Portuguese
domain, as being the irresistible motive that led the Lusitanian people
to abandon an agricultural way of life for one of commerce and
overseas conquests. In accordance with this theory, Portuguese mer-
cantilism, like the independence of the realm in itself, would have been
the inevitable consequence of geographic conditions. All this is de-
termined with a Moslem-like fatalism; and the old man of Restelo
into whose mouth Camoes puts the words that dramatize the conflict
between the agricultural and oceanic interests was merely repeating
the naive gesture of King Canute in trying to halt the waves.

But geographical conditions do not determine in an absolute man-
ner the development of a people; nor today are we to put our faith
in the geographic and ethnic peculiarities of Portugal in relation to
the peninsula as a whole. The oceanic character of Portugal as op-
posed to the continental character of Spain constitutes but an in-
significant factor of differentiation: "for the Spanish domain has its
oceanic qualities, just as the Portuguese has continental ones/' observes
Fidelino de Figueiredo; and the erudite historian goes on to remind
us that "there have been maritime peoples, such as the English and
the French, who for centuries were uninterested in the sea."145 The
sea alone would not have determined either Portuguese independence
or Portuguese commercialism. It may be pointed out that, on the
contrary, Portugal broke the peninsular solidarity by making of ag-
riculture and not of maritime commerce the principal basis of its
political autonomy; that it was economic likenesses and not differences
that separated Portugal from Spain. An excess of similarities, and not
of differences. It is true that both the similarities and the differences
were to be exploited by an exotic element, the newcomers from the
north, who, in treason to Castile, founded the Portuguese monarchy.
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